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Lane44 brings the excitement of hollywood
to south side youth
by Lacey Latch

Last summer, a television film crew
spread out in Englewood and elsewhere
across the city’s South Side to craft a new
narrative about Chicago — one rooted in
hopeful, human stories about the people
who call those streets home.

Salahuddin internalized these experiences and set out to create a way to make
opportunities in entertainment more
readily available to those who are interested. Salahuddin eventually teamed up with
Debbie Holstein, who has experience
both the entertainment industry and nonprofit management, to create Lane44, a
non-profit that provides the Youth of
Chicago’s South Side (YCSS) with experiences in feature film and television production on local projects.
Chicago is the second largest film and
television market in the country so Holstein and Salahuddin immediately saw a

Youth involved in Lane44 will join the
crew as production assistants in any of the
various departments involved in making a
film or television show that is filming locally. For all Lane44 productions, as much
filming is done on-location on the South
Side as is possible — both to ensure the
story on screen looks and feels true to the
community and to further reinvest in the
neighborhood and people they’re highlighting.
“We want to tell stories about regular
people, not violence and guns and gangs,”
she said. “There's definitely a place for that
but it's out there enough and we want to
make sure that we're balancing the repertoire of material and providing additional
content.”
Holstein describes this as a business
model unique to Lane44. The local pro-

ductions spur job creation and economic
stimulus by infusing the community with
money and opportunities that they otherwise would not have. As a result, the
neighborhood experiences a boost in the
economy, an increased sense of community pride amongst the YCSS and an eventual decrease in crime.
“There are a lot of byproducts of bringing something so positive to an area,” she
said.
On set, youth involved will gain handson experience and mentorship from
working professionals for credit that can
then help them earn union membership if
they choose to further pursue that career.
"The biggest mission of Lane44 is to
expose these kids to all of these many opportunities,” she said. “And all of these
skills, whether they work in construction, greenery, transportation, wardrobe,
or anything else, the skills that they take
away will be transferable into other areas
of life if they don't decide to stay in entertainment."
Still in its first six months of operation,
Lane44 is currently accepting applications. Anyone who is interested in joining
Lane44 can start the application process at
Lane44.org.

FROM THE STREETS

As Sultan A. Salahuddin, a South Side
native and writer and actor, continued
production on his new show for Comedy Central titled “South Side,” which
is scheduled to premiere on July 24, he
couldn’t help but notice the crowds of kids
that were drawn to the set with curiosity
and enthusiasm. Most often, their conversations would lead to young people looking for a way to get involved in some way.

need to uplift local voices to further foster
an authentic depiction of the city itself.
"It's just really important that as the industry in Chicago continues to grow, we
want [the community] to be fairly represented in front and behind the camera,"
Holstein said. “We feel like in terms of
Chicago, there are parts of town that are
not reflected and when they are, they are
shown in one light. And that is something
that we want to change.”
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